
Introduction to Africana Studies 
Lehman College Africana Studies 166 

http://africanastudiesintrocourse.wordpress.com 
 

Spring 2021 
Section A81, 3 Credits  
Instructor: Henry (Hank) Williams, Adjunct Lecturer, Africana Studies Department 
Hank.Williams@Lehman.cuny.edu 
On Campus Office Location: Carman 398 (No on-campus meetings for Spring ’21) 
Virtual Office: See link on course website for times/signup info 
Course Location: Online + Wednesdays: 6-8:40 PM Video session via Zoom 
Zoom meet registration: http://bit.ly/aas166spring21zoomreg  (Go here before the first class to join the 
meetings.) 
Zoom class session info: Meeting ID: 843 0368 1262 Passcode: 859287 
 
Bulletin Description: AAS 166, 3 Hours, 3 Credits. A thematic and methodological introduction to 
African and African American Studies from diverse disciplinary perspectives, including the humanities, 
social sciences, and the arts. 
 
Detailed Description for this section: This class will use Dr. John Henrik Clarke’s view of history as a 
“clock” that helps orient African descendants within space and time as a framework to examine the African 
experience of the United States. As Molefe Asante argues, one’s orientation to material is a key framework 
of methodology (how we approach and analyze) within Africana Studies. As a result, this course will be 
run from an African-centered orientation, one that places African people at the center of our interest and as 
active agents in shaping historical events, not merely just subjects being pushed and pulled by outside 
forces. We will broadly survey the key debates and intellectual positions that Africana Studies takes as an 
academic discipline toward several key areas. The goal here is to begin to train (or “Re-Africanaize” in 
Jacob Carruthers’s words) ourselves to analyze from an African-centered framework. 
 
Requirements: Weekly Zoom session attendance, weekly discussion responses on the course website 
(25%), two (2) short (approx. 5 pp) response essays, and a short final essay (25% each = 75%).  
 
Grading:  
 
• Weekly discussion responses on the course website = 25% 

o 10 responses (out of 14 weeks) for full points. i.e. You can skip 3-4 weeks and still be in the 
“A” range 

• 2 Response essays 25% each = 50% 
• Final essay = 25% 
• Final INC grades will not be issued except for documented medical emergencies (proof required). 

Grades will be issued based on work completed at the end of the course. 
 
Attendance and course engagement: There will be weekly discussion questions posted on the course 
Wordpress site. You will have 14 days from the original post to post a comment and respond to another 
classmate’s post on the board. I recommend doing your post early in the week then returning later to do a 
response. You’ll need to do 10 comments/replies over the course of the semester for full points. See 
instructions on course website for how to enter the comments. 
 
• The weekly Zoom sessions are there for questions and answers on the reading and/or viewing. Plan to 

bring a few questions with you or specific things you didn’t understand.  
• In some weeks there will also be a short audio intro lecture on the course site to introduce key points in 

the reading/viewing.  
 

You should drop this class and register for a different section if you will have problems attending class 
sessions or will be continually late due to work or other responsibilities.  
 



It is your responsibility to find out what happens in class if you’re absent. Please contact a classmate to get 
notes and/or important information if you need to miss class and check the course website, which is 
updated weekly. Do not contact the instructor to ask what was covered in a class you missed. 
 
Communication:  
 
• email is the best way to contact me. I will return messages within a day, except for weekends 
• Send emails to hank.williams@lehman.cuny.edu 
• Treat college-related email as professional communication: interact with the instructor and others in 

the college the same way you would send messages to be read by everyone at work. At a minimum: 
o Write a clear subject line that says exactly what the message is about 
o Identify yourself and which class the message is about (instructors teach a lot of different 

classes and different sections of the same class) 
o Do not use text-speak: take the time to briefly, but clearly write things out 

 
This course does not use Blackboard. Bookmark the course website 
http://africanastudiesintrocourse.wordpress.com 

o follow the simple directions to sign up for e-mail notification of new posts.  
o The password for pages with PDF readings or media is 2021  
o You can access this from anywhere, including phones and tablet computers and do not need to 

log-in or use any special software.  
 

Class text message service by Remind(.com). Sign up at: remind.com/join/aas166 or send a text message 
to 608-467-4328 with the message @aas166. Note: Text fees may apply if you’re on Verizon, but I send 
very few messages each semester: primarily for emergencies such as class cancellations or very important 
reminders (like for the final exam).  
 
Classroom Policies:  
• You must bring the day’s assigned readings with you to class. You cannot properly participate and 

learn without them. Copies of book chapters are fine. 
• You must be present for the entire class period 
• Please TURN OFF RINGERS ON CELL PHONES before class. Calls during class time are 

disrespectful and distract the rest of the class.  
• iPods have no place here either, as they distract you from what’s going on and the sound distracts your 

classmates.  
• iPads, Netbooks, etc are allowed provided that they are used for note-taking and/or access to online 

dictionaries ONLY. If you are caught checking Facebook, playing games, etc. during classtime, I 
will ask you to leave the class.  

 
Policy on Plagiarism: In reality, this is a simple proposition. You should do your own work and be sure to 
properly cite sources for any ideas, words, or thoughts that are not your own or are not common 
knowledge, even if you are summarizing info you have read elsewhere. I have found that plagiarism 
primarily happens for 2 reasons: either students don’t allow enough time to complete assignments or they 
think their work will not be good enough. Reason #1 is not a good one, but you should discuss this with me 
if you are having time problems rather than resort to cheating. Reason #2 is an even worse proposition. In 
this class, if you think, make a good effort, and do your best, you will be fine. Your own work will be good 
enough. If you present work that is not your own, you will fail the assignment and possibly the entire 
course. Note that college penalties for this can be as severe as expulsion from the college. See policy details 
here: http://www.lehman.edu/undergraduate-bulletin/academicintegrity.htm 

All violations are reported to the college’s Academic Integrity Officer. 
 
Course Objectives. Students will: 
 
• Learn key concepts, methods, and foundations of the discipline of Africana Studies 
• Gain a broad overview of the key debates and issues facing the discipline 



• Gain a broad overview of the historical foundations surrounding the field 
 
Course Goals. Students will: 
 
• Analyze a broad range of literature related to the discipline of Africana Studies. 
• Use effectively a range of writing, reading, and research strategies applicable to multiple disciplines. 
• Develop an analytical foundation useful to understanding issues related to African people  
 

Accommodating Disabilities 

Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students.  Students 
with disabilities who may require any special considerations should register with the Office of Student 
Disability Services in order to submit official paperwork to instructor. 

For more information, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, 
718-960-8441. For detailed information on services and resources visit: http://www.lehman.edu/student-
disability-services/ , or email: disability.services@lehman.cuny.edu.   

 

Tutoring Services 

Lehman College’s Instructional Support Services Program (ISSP) is home of the Academic Center for 
Excellence (ACE) and Science Learning Center (SLC).  Both offer students an array of activities and 
services designed to support classroom learning.  Open to students at any level, there are individual, small 
group, and/or workshop sessions designed to improve “proficiency in writing, reading, research, and 
particular academic subject areas.  Computer-assisted writing/language tutorial programs are also 
available,” as well as individual tutors, workshops and tutors. 

To obtain more information about the ACE and the SLC, please visit Old Gym, Room 205 or 
http://www.lehman.edu/academics/instructional-support-services/humanities-tutoring.php or call ACE at 
718-960-8175, and SLC at 718-960-7707. 

Regular tutoring hours for fall & spring semesters are: M—T 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Library Tutors are also available in the Library.  These tutors offer help with Library resources and 
computers. 

Required Text: available through the Lehman College bookstore and directly from the publisher’s 
website: University of Sankore Press. 
 
Karenga, Maulana. Introduction to Black Studies. University of Sankore Press, 2010. 4th Edition. ISBN 
978-0-943412-30-6. $45. Note: check to be sure you are getting the correct version from online sellers! 
 
Recommended Text: not required but an excellent resource. 
 
Clarke, John Henrik. Africans at the Crossroads: Notes for an African World Revolution. Africa World 
Press, 2017. ISBN 978-0-8654327-1-0. $34.95. Note: older editions are fine.  
 
Books are also available online directly from their respective publishers at the list price. See links on the 
course website or do an internet search for the publishers to buy them online. 
 
Recommended: The Amsterdam News newspaper. It is published weekly on Thursdays. Copies are available 

at most subway station newsstands and you can also subscribe online: see details on their website 
or in the paper.  

 
Additional material will be distributed via the course website: 
http://africanastudiesintrocourse.wordpress.com 
 



Course outline only: detailed instructions and page numbers will be posted weekly on the course 
website under the “Course Updates” tab. You must check the site every week to stay current! 
 
Week 1: Course introduction, expectations, and background 
 
Wednesday, February 3 Live Zoom meet from 6 8:40 PM EST for course overview and intro to next 
week’s assignment 
 
Week 2: John Henrik Clarke and the Challenge of Black Studies 
 
Watch A Great and Mighty Walk. Streaming online on YouTube; link on course website 
Read Dr. Clarke’s essay  
 
Week 3: Black Studies as an academic discipline 
 
Karenga, chapters 1-2 (pp. 1-60): Black Studies definition & scope 
 
Week 4: African background 
 
Karenga, chapter 3 (pp. 65-100) African Background 
 
Week 5: Black history part 1 
 
Karenga, chapter 4, sections 4.1-4.9 (pp. 105-144) “Africans in America;” Clarke, “Marcus Garvey and the 
Concept of African Nation Formation in the Twentieth Century” (pp. 197-244).  
 
Week 6: Black history part 2 
 
Karenga, chapter 4 sections 4.10-12 (pp. 147-181) “Black Science and invention”, “Crisis and the New 
Deal”, “The Reaffirmation of the 60s”; Clarke, (pp. 139-158) “Malcolm X and the Genesis of His African 
Revolution” 
 
Week 7: Black Religion 
 
Karenga, chapter 5, “Black Religion” (pp. 189-241) + reading TBA 
 
Week 8: Black Sociology part 1 
 
Karenga, chapter 6, “Black Sociology” (pp. 249-281); + reading TBA 
 
Week 9: Spring Break: class does not meet; no Zoom session on Wed. March 31 
 
Week 10: Black Sociology part 2 
 
Karenga, chapter 6, “Black Sociology” (pp. 249-281); + reading TBA 
 
Week 11: Black Politics 
 
Karenga, chapter 7 “Black Politics” (pp. 289-327) + reading TBA 
 
Week 12: Africana Psychology part 1 
 
Karenga, chapter 10 “Africana Psychology”  
 
Week 13: Africana Psychology part 2 
 



Guest lecture by Dr. Karanja Carroll, Lecturer in Black Studies, Baruch College, CUNY 
Karenga, chapter 10 “Africana Psychology”  
 
Week 14: Black Economics 
 
Karenga, chapter 8 “Black Economics” (pp. 331-356) + reading TBA 
 
Week 15: Creative Production 
 
Karenga, chapter 9 “Black Creative Production” (pp. 361-381—entire chapter); + reading TBA. Last class 
meeting. Review for final exam. 
 
Week 16: Final exam 
 
No class meeting 
Final Exam will be given online via the course website.  


